DECLARATION FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT

DECLARATION OF SEVILLE

The participants at the Technical Seminar on “Rural Development and the New European Perspectives”, which took place in Seville, Spain, on May 5th, 2005, taking into account the future Regulation on the promotion of rural development through the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (FEADER), wish to make the following

DECLARATION

1. The rural world is much more than simply the place where rural population lives. It is more than the mere structure supporting significant economic activities, specially farming. It is much more than the source of food for the population or a source of natural resources. It is much more than a whole of ecosystems and flora and fauna of the highest significance. It is much more than a set of landscapes of aesthetic value. It is much more than a territory rich in its variety of cultures, singular folklore, diversity in gastronomy, attractive traditions, colorful costumes and ancient memories. The rural world is also the guarantee of prosperity and quality of life for all the population, both urban and rural. 

2. The European society has a historic duty towards the rural world. The economic development, since the European industrial revolution, has mainly favoured urban society, forgetting about the importance of rural society, which maintained its social and economic structures through the efforts developed by the rural population, almost on its own. The discovery of some tourist asset or environmental values has promoted in many places outstanding development, and also the specific use of some natural resources. But no serious strategy for a comprehensive development of the rural world has been approached so far.

3. The governmental institutions should adopt the measures needed to preserve the best values of the rural world and guarantee its optimum development. In any case, priority should be given to satisfying the basic social and economic needs of the people living in this environment. The strategies aimed at preserving ecosystems and landscapes should integrate the concern for rural society as a whole. A healthy and active rural world is the best guarantee of the preservation of its quintessential qualities.

4. That’s why there is the need for a specific development policy. Such policy should be based on the principles stemming from the Conference of Salzbourg and be financed through the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (FEADER), whose regulations, submitted to the European Council in July 2004, is now being discussed. In this sense, we believe the following postulates should be met:

a. The Policy for Rural Development should be understood as a wide and integrative policy. It should not be considered a mere complement to European agricultural policies. It should include all elements needed to offer the rural world a better future in all senses.

b. The future Regulation should be a tool which guarantees the possibility for public institutions to approach a policy with those abilities. In order to do that, the definition of the measures to be approached under the future FEADER should be open enough to allow for flexible interpreting by the various institutions implementing the future Programmes for Rural Development.

c. The integration into FEADER of a political commitment involving high budget should not lead to a reduction in the possibilities for action around rural development strategies on the territory, as that would denaturalize the philosophy of the Regulation and, from our point of view, would take value off the Policy for Rural Development initially proposed by the Commission.

d. This renovated interest on the economic diversification of the rural world should take care of all possibilities of intervention under a comprehensive strategic approach in order to go deep in the implementation of a method which has already rendered clear fruit those rural areas which took advantage of the LEADER approach in their strategies for development.

e. The definition of the LEADER Axis should allow governmental institutions to adopt the decision of integrating that approach into into specific actions under their own Programme for Rural Development. Under such light, the application of the LEADER method or approach, apart from resourcing to the Local Action Groups system, should also be more flexible in the implementation of its measures and their practical deployment on the territory, under the supervision of the corresponding authorities.
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